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Community Calendar
Sep 18	 Leader’s Workshop, 8:30 AM
  FUMPP
Oct 23	 Team Commissioning,  5:00 PM 
		  Hope Lutheran Church - St. Pete.
Nov 11-14	 Men’s VdC Weekend #56
Nov 18-21	 Women’s VdC Weekend #56
Dec 4	 Post Ultreya, 4:00 PM 
		  FUMPP

Greetings Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Five members of your Secretariat recently spent three 
days in St. Paul, MN attending the annual gathering 
of Secretariats from around the world. Our long days 
began and ended with worship services, with the days 
þlled with educational sessions, small groups for 
introspective self growth and opportunities for shar-
ing “best practices” for growing Via de Cristo in our 
communities. Personally, I returned renewed and re-
freshed with a new commitment to how important the 
Via de Cristo is to developing leaders to support their 
pastors, work in their churches and bring the light of 
Christ into their environments. 

One thing that that I realized after meeting with 
folks from around the country is how blessed we are 
that most of us in our Sonbeam community come 
from a fairly small geographical area around Tampa 
Bay. Some Via de Cristo communities cover an entire 
state, and often people drive two-three hours to par-
ticipate in Ultreyas and weekends. Very few of us are 
more than an hour drive from any of our community 
activities.  Our fall weekends are fast approaching; 
if you have been called to the teams, you will be the 
light of Christ that the candidates see during those 
three days. If you are not serving on the team, I pray 
that you will make the relatively short journey to 
come serve in the background with others from the 
Community. Come for a day, the weekend or just a 
few hours. I look forward to seeing 
you at upcoming Ultreyas and at 
Camp Rotary during the weekends.

In His Love,
Jim McConnell
Lay Director

Leaders’ Workshop
September 18 from 8:30 AM to 1:30 PM

First United Methodist Church Pinellas Park

Attention all community and weekend 56 team 
members!.  Saturday September 18, 2010 will be our 
fall Leaders’ Workshop at First Methodist Church Pi-
nellas Park.  There will be workshops on the follow-
ing weekend positions: Rector and Rectora, Head and 
Asst. Head Chas, Table Leaders and Silent Professor, 
Prayer Chas, Palanca and Mail, Chas, Cooks, Head 
and Asst. Head Server, Spiritual Director, Pilgrim and 
Babe Chicks.

If you ever wondered just what team members 
in these positions do during the weekend, this is your 
opportunity to þnd out þrst hand from our highly 
trained staff.  Whether you are a veteran or a new 
babe chick, there is always something to be learned at 
these informative seminars.  

If you are a Babe Chick, please plan to attend 
the Pilgrim and Babe Chick workshop.  This session 
will answer your questions about the weekend and 
give insight to many of the behind the scenes activi-
ties, and will prepare you to work on future teams.     
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Secretariat
Lay Director 

Jim McConnell, Jr 
jmcconnell@sonbeamvdc.org
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Dianna Voss 

diannavoss@sonbeamvdc.org
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crogers@sonbeamvdc.org

Treasurer 
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kemerson@sonbeamvdc.org

Post VdC 
Barbara Bridgeman 

bcutty@sonbeamvdc.org
Outreach 

Dennis Galbreath 
dgalbreath@sonbeamvdc.org

Leaders 
Hal and Joy Feininger 

hjfeininger@sonbeamvdc.org
Physical Arrangements 

Larry Hendry 
barbhendry@wachovia.com

Purchasing Agents 
Jerry and Jane Brown 

jbrown@sonbeamvdc.org
Local Palanca 
Denise Bentley 

dbentley@sonbeamvdc.org
Extended Palanca 

Linda Barnard 
lbarnard@sonbeamvdc.org

At-Large 
Kaiwa Miller 

kmiller@sonbeamvdc.org
Dale Voss 

dalevoss@sonbeamvdc.org
PrayerLine Coordinator 

Patti Strong 
 pstrong@sonbeamvdc.org

Spiritual Directors 
Pastor Jerry Straszheim, Head 

jerry13@verizon.net
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Pastor Richard White 
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Men’s VdC Weekend #56
Rsziqfiv 55 ô 580 6454

Greetings Brothers & Sisters,

How quickly time flies! I can’t believe it has already been three 
months since I was called to serve as Rector for Men’s VdC #56. Time 
has really ÿown by. God has truly blessed this team by giving us a great 
location for our core and regular team meetings. Our team is mostly 
full, needing only 7 more men to þll out the last roster spots. I continue 
to covet your prayers as we þnalize the team assignments and begin 
our team meetings. Please continue to pray for the women’s team as 
well. I also would ask that if you cannot serve on team, please consider 
coming up to camp for a little while and help work behind the scenes, 
especially set-up and tear down.  God loves you & so do I!!

Your Brother in Christ, 
Jonathan Foster

Women’s VdC Weekend #56
Rsziqfiv 5< ô 650 6454

Greetings and Ultreya from Women’s Via de Cristo Weekend #56!  
The core team continues to meet and prepare for the fall weekend, and 
team meetings began on August 28th. We have a new facility for our 
team meetings; it is First Presbyterian Church of St. Pete.  It is a bless-
ing that this church is allowing us to be þrst time users!  The directions 
and address are on the website.

Core Team:
Diane Nummi, Head Cha Moe Paulton, Head Palanca Cha
Patty Burrows, Asst. Head Cha Kristen Beiler, Computer Cha
Dianna Voss, Head Prayer Cha Carol Ann Bates, Back Up Rectora

John Fullerton, Spiritual Director

Your prayers are truly being felt as we come together and begin 
preparations for the weekend.  I would also ask each of you to be in 
prayer regarding those the Lord would have you sponsor on the com-
ing weekends.  I hope to see you at the Team Commissioning and at 
Rotary’s Camp Florida!
 
In His Love, 
Shirley Hoch, Rectora 
 

Then Jesus said to His disciples,  
“If anyone would come after Me, he must deny himself 

and take up his cross and follow Me.”
ôQexxli{ 5:>68  
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Wigvixevmex Wgvmffpiw
Pre-VdC

Do you remember how excited you were at the 
end of your weekend?  You probably had even started 
a mental list of those people with whom you wanted 
to share the experience.  And what about those fam-
ily members or people at work or members of your 
church who said that you seemed “different” some-
how after making your VdC weekend?  Have you 
been praying about inviting any of these people to 
experience for themselves the Spirit-þlled weekend?  
For all of you Sonbeamers, both new and seasoned 
Cursillistas, now is the time to be praying for the 
Lord to reveal to you who He would have you invite 
to attend VdC #56.  Pray, pray, pray and God will not 
only show you who He wants you to invite, but He 
will even give you just the right words to invite that 
particular person.

We have a new Candidate Registration form 
and a new Sponsor Commitment form so be sure to 
use only those new forms.  They are available on 
the website, www.sonbeamvdc.org and also at team 
meetings and Ultreyas.  Be sure to þll them both out 
completely and to get all the required signatures.  No 
application will be processed without the completed, 
signed forms and the registration fee.

Please get your registrations in as early as 
possible so the community can be praying for the can-
didates by name.  The deadlines for receiving com-
pleted registrations are Thursday, Oct.28 for Mens’s 
VdC #56 and Thursday, Nov 4 for Women’s VdC #56.

We pray that each and every one of you will 
keep weekends #56 in your prayers and that God will 
lead you to the people that He has in mind to attend.  
We look forward to receiving all your registrations!

God loves you and so do we,
Your Pre-VDC Coordinators
Karen Emerson and Janice Todd

Viqiqfiv> srp} ywi xli jsvqw xlex evi srpmri2  
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ewwmkrqirxw2  Psso jsv XieqMrEFs|2

God was present in many ways on July 31 as 
we met for our Secretariat retreat—we were at Hope 
Lutheran Church, there was a new and much needed 
spirit of Hope in the room, there were new Hope-
ful members and experienced Hopeful members and 
Hopeful community members in attendance.  Thank 
you God for the Hope we have in you and in this 
community.

As we are lead by You and our new Lay Director, 
Jim, we ask each reader of this newsletter to recommit 
to this community and its goal of empowering lead-
ers within our congregations.  We also ask for your 
prayers as we confront tough issues.

So we’re n� giving up.  

How could we! Even though on the outside it 
�en looks like things are falling apart on us, 
on the inside, �ere God is making new life, 
n� a day go� by without his unfolding grace. 
��e hard tim� are small p�ato� compared 
to the coming good tim�, the lavish celebra-
tion prepared for us. �ere’s far more here 
than me�s the �e. �e things we see now are 
here today, gone tomo�ow. But the things we 
can’t see now will last forever. 

(2 Corinthians 4:16-18 –- The Message)

News from Post VdC
 
The Comissioning Ultreya will be held at Hope 
Luthern Church.  We will have a pitch-in at 5pm fol-
lowed by the worship service. Lets all show our sup-
port to the teams serving by being at the team meeting 
and praying over them.
 
Please pray for canidates to sponsor for the 
upcoming weekends!



PRAYER, PRAYER, PRAYER

If it is a Thursday night, Fri, Sat or Sun, some-
where in the world, a weekend retreat is happening!!! 
So I simply ask that sometime during any Thursday 
night - Sun you pray for all Cursillistas. That is the 
heart of extended palanca!!!  PRAYER!!! 

The Extended Palanca letters, if you recall, are 
the letters that come from other movements letting the 
candidates know that they are being PRAYED FOR 
during their weekend retreat. I think that that was the 
moment I þnally melted on MY weekend. Reading 
that people in other states and even in other countries 
would bother to pray for me... wow, that was the AHA 
moment for me. 

The letters that the Sonbeam Via de Cristo sends 
out to other movements are brought to our gatherings, 
as many as possible, for signatures, again, as many as 
possible. Please look for them and remember, whether 
you have signed a letter or not ... All of you, PRAY!  

Thank you and God Bless you all!
Your Extended Palanca Servant,
Linda “Beanie” Barnard

Purchasing!

The summer is fading away and it is time for 
our thoughts to turn to the fall VDC weekends. As we 
begin to prepare for the weekend shopping we want 
to remind you to take part in the weekend by signing 
up for food palanca. Your participation is vital to our 
Sonbeam community.  You can sign up at the Ultreya 
or at team meetings.  

We are looking forward to serving with you 
behind the scenes.  

Blessings to you all, 
Jane and Jerry Brown, Purchasing agents

Our work as God’s servants 
g�s validated—or n�—in the d�ails. People 
are watching us as we stay at our post, alertly, 
unswervingly … in hard tim�, tough tim�, 
bad tim�; �en we’re beaten up, jailed, and 
mobbed; working hard, working late, working 
without eating; with pure heart, clear head, 
steady hand; in gentlen�, holin�, and hon�t 
love; �en we’re telling the truth, and �en 
God’s showing his power; �en we’re doing our 
b�t s¡ing things right; �en we’re praised, 
and �en we’re blamed; slandered, and hon-
ored; true to our word, though distrusted; 
ignored by the world, but r¤ognized by God; 
te�ifically alive, though rumored to be dead; 
beaten within an inch § our liv�, but refus-
ing to die; immersed in tears, y� always ªlled 
with deep j«; living on handouts, y� enriching 
many; having n�hing, having it all.
 

(2 Corinthians 6:4-10 –- The Message)

Prayer Warrior Palanca
I am blessed to once again serve you as Prayer 
Line Coordinator.

One thing that is a constant in my life is know-
ing that I can always count on my Sonbeam Via de 
Cristo family.  In time of need this community comes 
together to pray or to lend a hand in love and in actual 
grace for one another.  I hope you know that you too 
can depend on your brothers and sisters to bend their 
knees and pray for whatever your needs may be.  

Please contact me if you have a need for prayer.  
Conþdential prayer requests are handled with the 
utmost care and respect.  

Thank you for being a prayer warrior for this com-
munity.  Praying is true Palanca.

God loves you and so do I.
Patti B. Strong
pattib2911@yahoo.com  727-527-5563

Er i1qemp ehhviww lew fiir gviexih 1 updatemy-
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Friday Rollo Title
10:45 AM Ideal
11:50 AM The Nature of Godõs Grace
2:00 PM Layperson as Church in the World
3:45 PM Godõs Grace in Action
4:50 PM Piety
Saturday
9:30 AM Study
10:50 AM Means of Grace
2:15 PM Apostolic Action
3:25 PM Obstacles to Life in Grace
5:00 PM Leaders
Sunday
9:00 AM The Study & Evangelization of the 

Environment
9:50 AM Life in Grace or Christian Life
10:55 AM Developing Christian Community 

with our Environments
1:30 PM Your 4th Day with Group Reunion 

and Ultreya

Rollo Schedule

Community should consider mealtimes at 8:00 
AM, 1:00 PM and 6:30 PM arriving 30 minutes prior 
to help serve in the dining room. KITCHEN HELP IS 
ALWAYS NEEDED!

VdC Groups Online

VdC 1 is for prayer and praise.
VdC 2 is for warm fuzzies.
VdC 3 is the ofþcial announcement line for Secre-
tariat and for receiving the announcement that the 
current newsletter is available online for           
printing at home.

You can sign up for any or all of these communica-
tions online as well as unsubscribe from any or all.

Spiritual Director Additions

We welcome Pastor Dick White and Pastor Jerry 
Straszheim as Spiritual Directors for the community.  
Pastor Jerry will be the Head Spiritual Director; both 
these þne pastors join John Foster.

Q} Yxqswx jsv Lmw Lmkliwx

The Place of Exaltation
“… J�us took … them up on a high mountain  

apart by themselv� …” (Mark 9:2 )

We have all experienced times of exaltation 
on the mountain, when we have seen things from 
Godõs perspective and have wanted to stay there. But 
God will never allow us to stay there. The true test of 
our spiritual life is in exhibiting the power to descend 
from the mountain. If we only have the power to go 
up, something is wrong. It is a wonderful thing to 
be on the mountain with God, but a person only gets 
there so that he may later go down and lift up the de-
mon-possessed people in the valley (see Mark 9:14–
18 ). We are not made for the mountains, for sunrises, 
or for the other beautiful attractions in life—those are 
simply intended to be moments of inspiration. We are 
made for the valley and the ordinary things of life, 
and that is where we have to prove our stamina and 
strength. Yet our spiritual selþshness always wants 
repeated moments on the mountain. We feel that we 
could talk and live like perfect angels, if we could 
only stay on the mountaintop. Those times of exalta-
tion are exceptional and they have their meaning in 
our life with God, but we must beware to prevent our 
spiritual selþshness from wanting to make them the 
only time.

We are inclined to think that everything that 
happens is to be turned into useful teaching. In actual 
fact, it is to be turned into something even better than 
teaching, namely, character. The mountaintop is not 
meant to teach us anything, it is meant to make us 
something. There is a terrible trap in always asking, 
“What’s the use of this experience?” We can never 
measure spiritual matters in that way. The moments 
on the mountaintop are rare moments, and they are 
meant for something in Godõs purpose.
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National Lutheran 
Secretariat  (NLS)

The warm hospitality from Minnesota was very 
welcoming; this was the consensus throughout the 
event. Attendees were from 50 states but from one 
familyðthe family of God.

We were introduced to the NLS newsletter, 
Conexions as our daily schedule keeper. On the þrst 
day, the major articles focused on Palanca–true Pal-
anca: Prayer. Our hosts demonstrated true Palanca by 
praying daily in the Palanca Chapel for the delegates 
by name, praying for the weekends, the movement, 
and through personal prayer, too.

An Orientation for our very large group of 
þrst-timers got us acquainted with NLS, the weekend 
and the college where the event was held. Worship 
throughout the weekend was an eye-opening expe-
rience.  I am unused to continuously sharing and 
responding to the reading of confession or scripture 
except on our VdC weekends.  I followed and re-
sponded to all those so many times over the course of 
the weekend that I began to hear Him, not just repeat-
ing by rote because it was expected.

Our first Secretariat business meeting was 
Thursday afternoon, with introductions and the “seat-
ing of the delegates.” I didn’t realize we would be sit-
ting at a designated place with name cards beautifully 
arranged.  It was quite humbling to realize that I was 
part of the ofþcial delegates representing Sonbeam. 
Of the six active Florida movements, Sonbeam was 
the only one that sent þve delegates.  We had dele-
gates from 36 of our 48 movements as well as several 
international Via de Cristos.

Friday and Saturday the seminars included 
Reigniting Your 4th Day, Finance Information and 
Outreach for Your Community. I sat in on two of the 
three: the 4th day and Finance; both of which I found 
interesting but especially þnancing the not-for-proþt 
groups. Attracting those who are beginning their 4th 
day walk is the purpose of the NLS booklet for the 
Babe Chicks..

At Saturday Night’s banquet, we heard about 
grouping in reunion groups, listened to the lovely ser-

enaders’ perfect harmonies, chatted with new friends 
from Northern California and enjoyed the company of 
the family of God.

In His service, 
Denise Bentley #22 Palanca Chair

    

Our Treasurer’s Report

Hello to all from Michigan,
 
The latest Treasurer’s Report is printed on 
the next page.  There are some expenses that have 
not been deducted yet from this report: 1-an addi-
tional $748 in NLS 2010 Annual Meeting expense, 
2-between $50 and $60 for Pilgrim Guides and Piety 
Cards for weekends #56. The Spaghetti Dinner/Talent 
Show on August 7th will also incurred some expense; 
but, due to the generosity of our community, a sizable 
deposit of approximately 1400. was made! Even with 
this income, you can see that we are getting low!  So-
o-o-o-.....
 
So, now is the time for ALL of those called to 
serve on teams #56 to get their fees turned in.  It is 
time for all of the Sonbeam community to sign up 
on the Palanca Sheets and get your checks turned 
in.  And it is time for all to think about sponsoring a 
candidate.  Pray þrst and then throughout the whole 
process.   A reminder that $50 must accompany the 
candidates form and the remaining $50 must be paid 
before the weekend.  You can see from the report 
that there are Candidate Scholarship funds available.  
They are not automatic!!!

Scholarship requests can be made through the 
treasurer or the chair of Pre-Via de Cristo (a note ac-
companing the paperwork, a phone call, an e-mail).
 
See you in September or October.
Your Treasurer,
Edith Scheer

ZhG F}pe{w {ivi glerkih ex xli Wigvixevmex  
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Treasurer’s Report
As of July 16, 2010

General Fund 
Balance at Last Report – June 12, 2010  $  3,426.91
 Deposits and Transfers
		  Green Palanca June 12, Ultreya (no cash)	 172.00
  Toward Banner Poles 121.00
  Transfer from NLS Meeting Fund 394.00
  Team Fees 50.00
  Candidate Fees 50.00
  CD Interest June .22
  Total Deposits and Transfers  $   787.22
 Expenditures and Transfers 
  Ultreya Supplies 6/12 64.28
 Northwest Presb Church 100.00
	 NLS 2010- 4 Regists & 3 Travel Allow	 1,612.00
 Banner Poles for camp 181.52
 PO Box Rental 1 year 70.00
 Total Expenditures and Transfers  ($-2,027.80)
Ending Balance for General Fund		  $2,186.33

Scholarship Fund
Balance at Last Report – June 12, 2010  $1,157.05
 Deposits and Transfers  (Pr Betts) 10.00 
  Total Deposits and Transfers  10.00
 Expenditures and Transfers 0.00
  Total Expenditures and Transfers  0.00
Ending Balance for Scholarship Fund		  $1,167.05

NLS Meeting Fund
Balance at Last Report – February 13, 2010  $394.00  
 Deposits and Transfers 0.00  
  Total Deposits and Transfers 0.00
 Expenditures and Transfers 394.00
  Total Expenditures and Transfers  -394.00
Ending Balance for NLS Meeting Fund		  $0.00  
This fund is now closed.  Will reopen if funds are received.

St. Stephens Fund
Balance at Last Report – December 5, 2009  $5,069.53
 The St. Stephen’s Fund has been put in a short term CD and is  no longer a part of our cash. 
Ending Balance for St. Stephens Fund		  $5,069.53

Total of all funds – This is checkbook balance		  $3,353.38
St. Stephen’s Fund -- Certificate of Deposit		  $5,069.53
Total Assets 07/13/10		  $8,422.91
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When you think of the essentials of something 
what do you think they are? Deþnitions from a dic-
tionary can sometimes be helpful or sometimes not so 
much.  When considering òessentialsó the deþnition 
appears to zero in on the essence. You may say, “Wait 
a second - are we playing a word game here – essen-
tial – essence?” The answer would be yes and no.
One of the deþnitions from Merriam-Websterõs Dic-
tionary for òessenceó is: the most signiþcant element, 
quality, or aspect of a thing. Webster’s New World 
Dictionary deþnes òessentialó as: 1) of or constituting 
the intrinsic fundamental nature of something: basic, 
inherent... 2) absolute; complete; perfect; pure... 3) 
necessary to make a thing what it is; indispensable; 
requisite.

The word basic makes us think of primary. When 
applied to the Via de Cristo Movement, the third deþ-
nition really says it all. The essentials are those things 
necessary to make Via de Cristo what it is; those 
things indispensable, requisite. 

The Essentials as outlined by the National 
Lutheran Secretariat (NLS) that make Via de Cristo 
Method what it is are:

Palanca — The heart and lifeblood of the move-
ment; deep, intentional, selÿess, sacriþcial prayer
72 Hours – Three full days of Christian community 
away from all distractions of daily life.
Holy Communion Daily – Jesus is truly present 
in word and sacrament; both are made available to 
participants.
Five Meditations – Five guided image meditations 
that are offered to assist the participants in examining 
their relationship with Christ.
14/15 Talks – Separated parts of one talk necessary 
to cover the basics of the Via de Cristo Method.
Note Taking or Write-Downs – Speciþc ideas 
and power phrases that capture the essential points of 
each talk.
Discussions – Small group encounters where 
Christ can come alive in the community and the fun-

damentals of Christianity can be reviewed.
Posters – Hand drawn expressions of the essential 
meaning of each talk.
Decuria Sharing – A summarizing of the day’s talks; 
a wonderful opportunity for participants to talk before  
a larger group.
Silent Retreat – A period without talking; offered  
the þrst night to prick the consciences of the participants.
Celebration of Repentance – An examination of 
our life in light of the gospel; offered the þrst night to 
stimulate serious self-reÿection.
Crosses – A cross, common to the Cursillo movement, 
with a telling inscription, “Christ is counting on you!”
Closing or Clausura – The welcome of new partici-
pants into the community as a whole; designed to assure 
them that there are many brothers and sisters who under-
stand.
Fourth Day – The term used to describe all days  
following the three day weekend. The fourth day is  
used to work the Via de Cristo method.
Group Reunion — A friendship and accountability 
meeting of 3 to 5 Via de Cristo supporters who review 
one another’s 4th day work
Ultreya – A larger gathering of Via de Cristo supporters 
designed to encourage individuals to persevere in the  
4th day.

The list above includes the only elements necessary 
to accomplish the Via de Cristo Method. They alone are 
those things necessary to make Via de Cristo what it is; 
those things indispensable, requisite. Nothing else but  
the Lord, candidates, teams and communities are needed 
to sustain the Via de Cristo. 

As you absorb the list if you feel something is miss-
ing, We strongly encourage you to attend the next Son-
beam Leader’s Workshop on September 18, 2010. The 
workshop is for all the Sonbeam Community – not just 
the up-coming teams. We will have an opportunity 
 to discuss what you might think is missing. 

Blessings, 
Paul Sabatier-Smith <)))><

The Essentials
Basics of the Via de Cristo Method
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SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR’S 
REPORT

Have you ever had a “come to Jesus meeting” 
with anyone?  If so, you probably remember it.  I 
looked up the phrase on the Internet and one web 
site called such a meeting as a “shape up or ship 
out” meeting.  I think if you’ve had one you would 
remember!  There are many such stories in the Bi-
ble about people coming to Jesus and what happens 
afterwards.   

Christ Lutheran has begun a Thursday after-
noon Bible study on the Gospel of John and in pre-
paring for that study I began to read John, chapter 
3.  In this chapter a man by the name of Nicodemus 
(John 3:1-16) comes to Jesus at night to talk.  Of 
course, he comes at night so as not to risk his life.  He 
would have been killed had he been caught.  But, he 
had heard about Jesus and he wanted to come and get 
a þrst hand account. 

I call this story “Nic at Night!”  Nicodemus has 
a talk with Jesus about life.  Their dialogue leads to 
John 3:16 which may be the most popular Bible verse 
ever.  It reads òFor God so loved the world that He 
gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but have eternal life.” 

Usually after a “come to Jesus meeting” 
there is change and sure enough it happened to Nico-
demus.  Later in the story of the Good News of Jesus 
living, dying and rising again (Gospel) we see Nico-
demus defending Jesus (John 7:50).  

Later after Jesus dies on the Cross, Nicodemus 
comes with another man named Joseph, to take the 
body of Jesus and anoint him for burial.  According 
to this Bible story, he shows up at the Cross with 100 
pounds of spices!!  These spices would be used to 
anoint a body, but 100 pounds???? (John 19:39). It 
shows the depth of the faith and belief and love Nico-
demus had for Jesus.  Wow, 100 pounds –.very heavy 
to carry and very costly.  Can you just imagine what 
Nicodemus’s life was like on Easter morning and 
thereafter?  I’d guess he was a changed man, forever
 
Nicodemus changed after his encounter with Je-
sus and the same thing happens to you and me.  When 
you fail to keep that New Year’s resolution to go to 
church, exercise, read the Bible or whatever, come to 
Jesus.  When you are fearful, anxious, worried and 
can’t even sleep, come to Jesus.   When you feel lost, 
alone and forgotten, come to Jesus.  When life brings 
on tough stuff or bad medical news or a wayward 
child/family member, come to Jesus.   

You don’t have to hide like Nicodemus but you 
sure can come to Jesus in the night, in the daytime, 
at home, at church, in the hospital, on the street or 
wherever.  Jesus is waiting to love, and love and give 
you new hope and new life and a fresh start and a new 
beginning. So friends it’s not shape up or ship out, but 
step up and go out with Jesus.   
 
God Bless,  
Pastor Doug Givan
National Spiritual Director
From Conexiones  Jan. 2010
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Daniel”s Gloves
Richard Ryan, Assistant Pastor

Old Capitol UMC, Corydon, IN

I sat, {mxl x{s jvmirhw0 mr xli tmgxyvi {mrhs{ sj 
e uyemrx viwxeyverx nywx sjj xli gsvriv sj xli xs{r1
wuyevi2 Xli jssh erh xli gsqter} {ivi fsxl 
iwtigmepp} kssh xlex he}2 
 
 As we talked, q} exxirxmsr {ew hve{r syxwmhi0 
egvsww xli wxviix2 Xlivi0 {epomrk mrxs xs{r0 {ew e 
qer {ls ettievih xs fi gevv}mrk epp lmw {svphp} 
ksshw sr lmw fego2 Li {ew gevv}mrk0 e {ipp1{svr 
wmkr xlex vieh0 öM {mpp {svo jsv jssh2÷ Q} lievx 
wero2 
  
I brought him to the attention sj q} jvmirhw 
erh rsxmgih xlex sxlivw evsyrh yw leh wxsttih 
iexmrk xs jsgyw sr lmq2 Liehw qszih mr e qm|xyvi 
sj wehriww erh hmwfipmij2 
 
 We continued with our meal, fyx lmw mqeki 
pmrkivih mr q} qmrh2 [i Ărmwlih syv qiep erh 
{irx syv witevexi {e}w2 M leh ivverhw xs hs erh 
uymgop} wix syx xs eggsqtpmwl xliq2 M kpergih 
xs{evh xli xs{r wuyevi0 pssomrk wsqi{lex lepj1
lievxihp} jsv xli wxverki zmwmxsv2 M {ew jievjyp0 
ors{mrk xlex wiimrk lmq ekemr {syph gepp wsqi 
viwtsrwi2 M hvszi xlvsykl xs{r erh we{ rsxlmrk 
sj lmq2 M qehi wsqi tyvglewiw ex e wxsvi erh ksx 
fego mr q} gev2
 
Deep within me, xli Wtmvmx sj Ksh oitx wtieo1
mrk xs qi> öHsrùx ks fego xs xli sjĂgi yrxmp 
}syùzi ex piewx hvmzir srgi qsvi evsyrh xli 
wuyevi2÷  Xlir {mxl wsqi liwmxerg}0 M liehih fego 
mrxs xs{r2 Ew M xyvrih xli wuyevi÷w xlmvh gsvriv0 M 
we{ lmq2 Li {ew wxerhmrk sr xli wxitw sj xli wxsvi 
jvsrx glyvgl0 ksmrk xlvsykl lmw wego2 
 
I stopped and looked; jiipmrk fsxl gsqtippih 
xs wtieo xs lmq0 }ix {erxmrk xs hvmzi sr2 Xli 
iqtx} tevomrk wtegi sr xli gsvriv wiiqih xs fi 
e wmkr jvsq Ksh> er mrzmxexmsr xs tevo2 M typpih mr0 
ksx syx erh ettvseglih xli xs{rùw ri{iwx zmwmxsv2 
öPssomrk jsv xli tewxsvC÷ M ewoih2
öRsx viepp}0÷ li vitpmih0 önywx viwxmrk2÷ 
 öLezi }sy iexir xshe}C÷ 
öSl0 M exi wsqixlmrk ievp} xlmw qsvrmrk2÷ 

ö[syph }sy pmoi xs lezi pyrgl {mxl qiC÷ 
öHs }sy lezi wsqi {svo M gsyph hs jsv }syC÷ 
öRs {svo0÷ M vitpmih öM gsqqyxi livi xs {svo 
jvsq xli gmx}0 fyx M {syph pmoi xs xeoi }sy xs 
pyrgl2÷ 
öWyvi0÷ li vitpmih {mxl e wqmpi2 
Ew li fiker xs kexliv lmw xlmrkw0 M ewoih wsqi 
wyvjegi uyiwxmsrw0
ö[livi }sy liehihC÷  
öWx2 Psymw2÷  
ö[livi }sy jvsqC÷ 
öSl0 epp sziv? qswxp} Jpsvmhe2÷
öLs{ psrk }sy fiir {epomrkC÷ 
öJsyvxiir }ievw0÷ geqi xli vitp}2 

I knew I had met someone unusual. [i wex 
egvsww jvsq iegl sxliv mr xli weqi viwxeyverx M 
leh pijx ievpmiv2 Lmw jegi {ew {iexlivih wpmklxp} 
fi}srh lmw 7< }ievw2 Lmw i}iw {ivi hevo }ix gpiev0 
erh li wtsoi {mxl er ipsuyirgi erh evxmgypexmsr 
xlex {ew wxevxpmrk2 Li viqszih lmw negoix xs viziep 
e fvmklx vih X1wlmvx xlex wemh0 öNiwyw mw Xli Riziv 
Irhmrk Wxsv}2÷ 

Then Daniel’s story began to unfold. Li leh 
wiir vsykl xmqiw ievp} mr pmji2 Liùh qehi wsqi 
{vsrk glsmgiw erh vietih xli gsrwiuyirgiw22 
Jsyvxiir }ievw ievpmiv0 {lmpi fegotegomrk egvsww 
xli gsyrxv}0 li leh wxsttih sr xli fiegl mr 
He}xsre2 Li xvmih xs lmvi sr {mxl wsqi qir {ls 
{ivi tyxxmrk yt e pevki xirx erh wsqi iuymtqirx2 
E gsrgivx0 li xlsyklx2 

He was hired, fyx xli xirx {syph rsx lsywi e 
gsrgivx fyx vizmzep wivzmgiw0 erh mr xlswi wivzmgiw 
li we{ pmji qsvi gpievp}2 Li kezi lmw pmji sziv xs 
Ksh2  öRsxlmrk÷w fiir xli weqi wmrgi0÷ li wemh0 
öM jipx xli Psvh xippmrk qi xs oiit {epomrk0 erh ws 
M hmh0 wsqi 58 }ievw rs{2÷ 
öIziv xlmro sj wxsttmrkC÷ M ewoih2 
öSl0 srgi mr e {lmpi0 {lir mx wiiqw xs kix xli 
fiwx sj qi fyx Ksh lew kmzir qi xlmw geppmrk2 M 
kmzi syx Fmfpiw2 Xlexùw {lexùw mr q} wego2 M {svo xs 
fy} jssh erh Fmfpiw erh M kmzi xliq syx {lir Lmw 
Wtmvmx piehw2÷ 

I sat amazed. Q} lsqipiww jvmirh {ew rsx 
lsqipiww2 Li {ew sr e qmwwmsr erh pmzih xlmw {e} 
f} glsmgi2 Xli uyiwxmsr fyvrih mrwmhi jsv e qs1
qirx erh xlir M ewoih> ö[lexùw mx pmoiC÷ 
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ö[lexC÷ 
öXs {epo mrxs e xs{r gevv}mrk epp }syv xlmrkw sr 
}syv fego erh xs wls{ }syv wmkrC÷ 
öSl0 mx {ew lyqmpmexmrk ex Ăvwx2 Tistpi {syph wxevi 
erh qeoi gsqqirxw22 Srgi wsqisri xswwih e 
tmigi sj lepj1iexir fvieh erh qehi e kiwxyvi xlex 
givxemrp} hmhrùx qeoi qi jiip {ipgsqi2 Fyx xlir 
mx figeqi lyqfpmrk xs viepm~i xlex Ksh {ew ywmrk 
qi xs xsygl pmziw erh glerki tistpiùw gsrgitxw sj 
sxliv jspow pmoi qi2÷ 

My concept was changing, too. [i Ărmwlih 
syv hiwwivx erh kexlivih lmw xlmrkw2 Nywx syxwmhi 
xli hssv0 li teywih Li xyvrih xs qi erh wemh0 
öGsqi ]i fpiwwih sj q} Jexliv erh mrlivmx xli 
omrkhsq Mùzi tvitevih jsv }sy222 Jsv {lir M {ew 
lyrkv} }sy kezi qi jssh0 {lir M {ew xlmvwx} }sy 
kezi qi hvmro0 e wxverkiv erh }sy xsso qi mr2÷ 

I felt as if we were on holy ground. öGsyph 
}sy ywi ersxliv FmfpiC÷ M ewoih2 
Li wemh li tvijivvih e givxemr xverwpexmsr2 Mx 
xvezipih {ipp erh {ew rsx xss liez}2 Mx {ew epws 
lmw tivwsrep jezsvmxi2 öMùzi vieh xlvsykl mx 58 
xmqiw0÷ li wemh2 
 
“I’m not sure {iùzi ksx sri sj xlswi0 fyx pixùw 
wxst f} syv glyvgl erh wii2÷ M {ew efpi xs Ărh 
q} ri{ jvmirh e Fmfpi xlex {syph hs {ipp0 erh li 
wiiqih ziv} kvexijyp2 
 ö[livi evi }sy liehih jvsq liviC÷ M ewoih2 
ö[ipp0 M jsyrh xlmw pmxxpi qet sr xli fego sj xlmw 
eqywiqirx tevo gsytsr2÷ 
öEvi }sy lstmrk xs lmvi sr xlivi jsv e{lmpiC÷ 
öRs0 M nywx Ăkyvi M wlsyph ks xlivi2 M Ăkyvi wsqi1
sri yrhiv xlex wxev vmklx xlivi riihw e Fmfpi0 ws 
xlexùw {livi Mùq ksmrk ri|x2÷ 
 
He smiled, erh xli {evqxl sj lmw wtmvmx vehmexih 
xli wmrgivmx} sj lmw qmwwmsr2 M hvszi lmq fego xs 
xli xs{r1wuyevi {livi {iùh qix x{s lsyvw iev1
pmiv0 erh ew {i hvszi0 mx wxevxih vemrmrk2 [i tevoih 
erh yrpsehih lmw xlmrkw2 
 
“Would you sign my autograph book?” li 
ewoih2 öM pmoi xs oiit qiwwekiw jvsq jspow M qiix2÷ 
M {vsxi mr lmw pmxxpi fsso xlex lmw gsqqmxqirx xs 
lmw geppmrk leh xsyglih q} pmji2 M irgsyvekih lmq 

xs wxe} wxvsrk2 Erh M pijx lmq {mxl e zivwi sj wgvmt1
xyvi jvsq Niviqmel0 öM ors{ xli tperw M lezi jsv 
}sy0÷ higpevih xli Psvh0 ötperw xs tvswtiv }sy erh 
rsx xs levq }sy? Tperw xs kmzi }sy e jyxyvi erh e 
lsti2÷ ,Niviqmel 6=>55- 
öXlerow0 qer0÷ li wemh2 öM ors{ {i nywx qix erh 
{iùvi viepp} nywx wxverkivw0 fyx M pszi }sy2÷ 
öM ors{0÷ M wemh0 öM pszi }sy0 xss2 Xli Psvh mw 
kssh%÷ 
ö]iw0 Li mw2 Ls{ psrk lew mx fiir wmrgi wsqisri 
lykkih }syC÷ M ewoih2 
E psrk xmqi0÷ li vitpmih2 

And so on the busy street corner mr xli hvm~1
~pmrk vemr0 q} ri{ jvmirh erh M iqfvegih0 erh M 
jipx hiit mrwmhi xlex M leh fiir glerkih2 Li tyx 
lmw xlmrkw sr lmw fego0 wqmpih lmw {mrrmrk wqmpi 
erh wemh0 öWii }sy mr xli Ri{ Nivywepiq2÷ 
öMùpp fi xlivi%÷ {ew q} vitp}2 
Li fiker lmw nsyvri} ekemr2 Li liehih e{e} 
{mxl lmw wmkr herkpmrk jvsq lmw fihvspp erh tego 
sj Fmfpiw2 Li wxsttih0 xyvrih erh wemh0 ö[lir 
}sy wii wsqixlmrk xlex qeoiw }sy xlmro sj qi0 
{mpp }sy tve} jsv qiC÷ 
ö]sy fix0÷ M wlsyxih fego0 öKsh fpiww2÷ 
öKsh fpiww2÷ Erh xlex {ew xli pewx M we{ sj lmq2 

Late that evening ew M pijx q} sjĂgi0 xli {mrh 
fpi{ wxvsrk2 Xli gsph jvsrx leh wixxpih levh ytsr 
xli xs{r2 M fyrhpih yt erh lyvvmih xs q} gev2 Ew 
M wex fego erh vieglih jsv xli iqivkirg} fveoi0 
M we{ xliq2222 e temv sj {ipp1{svr fvs{r {svo 
kpsziw riexp} pemh sziv xli pirkxl sj xli lerhpi2 
M tmgoih xliq yt erh xlsyklx sj q} jvmirh erh 
{srhivih mj lmw lerhw {syph wxe} {evq xlex rmklx 
{mxlsyx xliq2 

Then I remembered his words: öMj }sy wii 
wsqixlmrk xlex qeoiw }sy xlmro sj qi0 {mpp }sy 
tve} jsv qiC÷ 

Today his gloves lie on my desk mr q} sjĂgi2 
Xli} lipt qi xs wii xli {svph erh mxw tistpi mr e 
ri{ {e}0 erh xli} lipt qi viqiqfiv xlswi x{s 
lsyvw {mxl q} yrmuyi jvmirh erh xs tve} jsv lmw 
qmrmwxv}2 öWii }sy mr xli Ri{ Nivywepiq0÷ li wemh2 
ö]iw0 M {mpp2 Ksh Fpiww }sy0 Hermip0 {liviziv }syv 
jiix xeoi }sy2÷ 
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God’s salvation is His blessing. God blessed the  
creatures of the sea, the birds of the air, and the man  
and woman whom He had created. He told them to be 
fruitful and multiply. An added blessing to the man  
and woman was to þll the earth and subdue it. They 
were given stewardship over the rest of Godõs creation. 
Saved persons are stewards of Godõs blessings. 

If you would prefer electronic access to the newsletter 
via the website, send an e-mail to Ellen McConnell at 
ellesplace@tampabay.rr.com. We will remove you  
from the mailing list. If you would like to help with  
the cost of printing and mailing this newsletter, send 
Green Palanca donations to: 
 

Sonbeam Via de Cristo, Inc.  
P. O. Box 97, 
Dunedin, FL 34697- 0097 

Sonbeam Via de Cristo, Inc., is recognized as a 501(c) (3) 
organization by the IRS. As such, donations are deductible  
to the fullest extent 


